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Plumas Eureka Fire Department 
Fire Chief’s Report 

For March 8, 2017 
By Tom Forster 

 
 
Personnel: No Changes.  
 
Fire Apparatus & Equipment: Lew is working on getting 
our building air filtrations system filters changed out. First 
step is approving the costs for an order.  
 
Training Being Coordinated: Tom and Ed Ward are 
continuing to work on planning ‘the big picture’ for joint 
training for 2017, in alignment with the new State Firefighter 
I program. They are meeting with the officers in both FD’s in 
March, and the plan will be completed soon. 
 
EMS Training: Jenni McGuire is teaching the entry-level 
training in EMS course for firefighters, called Emergency 
Medical Responder (formerly “First Responder”). Jeff, 
Ryan, and Lew are completing this entry level training, and 
the course is in progress. Thanks go to Jenny for her work 
on this and the online platform, expected to be completed 
this Spring. 
 
Sledding Days and Longboards Races EMS Coverage: 
As of Friday morning, the Sledding Days scheduled for 
March 4, 5 have been cancelled due to the weather forecast. 
The President’s Day Weekend events were covered by Jim 
and Tyler Stockdale of Graeagle on Saturday, Tom and 
Angela Hauner of Quincy on Sunday, and Bill on Monday. 
The final weekend for Sledding Days and Longboards will be 
March 18-19. 
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FD and CSD Insurance: We are answering some questions 
including providing copies of water and sewer certifications 
of staff to get an initial proposal from Golden State Risk 
Management. More coming. 
 
Quincy Fire Academy: This will now start in April and run 
through April, ending on the first Saturday in May. This 
assumes a minimum of 20 students sign up. This year Luke 
Scott will be participating as a student, and Tom and Bill will 
be helping throughout. Tom does the administration for the 
Academy and helps instruct, and Bill helps instruct. Boards 
members are encouraged to visit.  
 
Tom coordinated a successful grant for adding a live burn 
training weekend in Quincy’s burn facility, and this will be 
incorporated into the Academy over the fourth April 
weekend. It will be open to all firefighters in the region, not 
just Academy students. We did succeed in getting 50% 
discount IFSTA firefighter textbooks through another grant, 
$30 each rather than $60.  
 
Apparatus Checks: Bill is coordinating a new team-based 
approach to weekly and monthly apparatus and equipment 
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checks to assure full readiness for emergencies. More 
details later. 
 
Plumas County Fire Chiefs Association: There are 
changes in discussion and progress county-wide with the 
radio frequencies used on larger incidents when multiple 
agencies respond. The changes will support better 
communication between all responders, including law 
enforcement, fire, and EMS. Our radios will need some 
programming work once everything is finalized. 
 
The mutual aid plan signature and updates were completed 
recently, after many months of being passed around to get 
signatures from Board Chairs and Chiefs. Beckwourth FPD 
took exception to several clauses in the agreement, but 
otherwise everyone is on board.  
 
Their exceptions were about out-of-district billing rates (will 
use their own, higher schedule), dispatch details, and not 
wanting to provide fuel, food, or any maintenance for 
incoming mutual aid units. Most of the time on extended 
incidents food is typically provided, and they also feared 
having to foot the costs of breakdowns, etc., although that 
has never happened in County history. They simply attached 
a letter of exceptions but otherwise signed. 
 
Structural Fire Protection Clothing (PPE): We are in 
process with getting some grant funding to be reimbursed for 
three sets of coats and pants to replace existing that is now 
15 years old, purchased in 2002. PECAUX will fund one 
additional set, meaning we’ll be over halfway done with 
replacements of the old PPE. Each set costs approx. $2,500. 

 


