Plumas Eureka Fire Department
Fire Chief’s Report
For July 12, 2017
By Tom Forster

Personnel: Craig Fox has returned for the summer and will
serve as a volunteer Driver Operator/Engineer into early fall.
EMS Training: Luke Scott has completed his National
Registry EMT Testing and is awaiting test results. We will
then have three EMT’s (Jenni, Tom, and Luke), and the
remaining firefighters qualified as Emergency Medical
Responders. Craig needs to renew his EMR certification
through Jenni. We have completed approval to become
certified as a provider for EMS continuing Education, and
RN/MICN Julie Cassou from Graeagle will serve as our
required oversight.
Fire Apparatus & Equipment: John has
completed the installation of the reflective
safety tape on the back of 9178, 9121, and
9153. Work on 9122 is underway. Thanks
to John for his good work.
Engine 9122 has returned from Quincy
FPD, where a replacement hydraulic cab lift
pump was installed. Unfortunately, the new
pump was found to be defective after
installation, so a replacement is being
shipped under warranty.
Training: Tom is working on planning for both Driver
Operator 1A and 1B State courses starting this August, for
DMV Firefighter Endorsement driving qualifications (1A) and
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pumping operations(1B). Both are 40 hour courses.

Recent training drills on basic pump operations and progressive hose lays.

Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant: We’ve been told a grant
from Cal Fire/FEMA for Volunteer FD’s to fund 50% of
replacement wildland firefighting safety gear has been
approved, and we are awaiting formal notification. PECAUX
will fund the remainder.
Safety Gear and Planning: There is a major national focus
on firefighter health & safety and cancer prevention this
year and moving forward. Research has shown that
firefighters are more likely than the general public to
contract a number of cancers due to exposure to
carcinogen causing chemicals surrounding fires, diesel
exhaust, and byproducts.
To this end we have increased our safety
training and planning for prevention,
including purchasing better fire hoods to
protect the neck area – a highly absorptive
part of the body. We are stocking baby
wipes in the engines for cleaning skin after
fires. Related: Jenni spent July 1 cleaning
out our station shower (quite dirty) and
painting the west bathroom in case we need to shower after
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exposures before going home. Thanks to Jenni for this
extra effort.

FD and CSD Insurance: No recent progress, but we intend
to work on this over the summer. We have not made any
decisions, and are in the process of studying the pros and
cons of changes with help from Michael Peters.
Structural Fire Protection Clothing (PPE): We are
processing reimbursement from CSFA/FEMA grant funding
for six sets of structural firefighting coats and pants to
replace our existing that were 11-17 years old. We should
receive reimbursement this summer, at which point we’ll
replace the remaining older gear.
Firewise Community, Firewise Education Day, & Cal Fire
Inspections: A successful work party was held on June 16
with our community volunteers and Sue McCourt from PCSO
OES. A Firewise Education Day is planned for Saturday,
July 8 with homeowner Bob Graham speaking on the
aftermath of his home fire and insurance issues. Tom will
also answer questions about the fire response.
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We have again requested CalFire 4291 inspections for our
community this year. No word as of this writing.
Traditional 4th of July Events: We held the usual events
and services over the weekend of July 1 for Independence
Day. This included our Saturday BBQ and standby coverage
at the church for the fireworks, and participation in the
parade and emergency coverage all weekend. Thanks to
John and Steve for taking Engine 9122 in the parade. All
went well and was quiet as far as incidents in the Mohawk
Valley, with only a few minor EMS calls such as bee stings.

Plumas Sierra County Fair
Firefighter’s Muster: We are
planning for the 2nd annual muster
competition on Saturday, August
13 at the Fair. Tom will be
organizing this event with Quincy
Chief Robbie Cassou and Indian
Valley Chief Jim Hamblin.
So far Ryan and Luke are interested in competing again. A
joint team may be formed with Graeagle.
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Plumas County Fire Chiefs
Association: The 2nd Quarter
General Meeting was held in
Quincy on Saturday, June 24.
Tom continues to serve as the
Secretary/Treasurer. There is a
possibility of having a California
Conservation Corps (CCC) work
camp at Plumas Eureka State
Park next year through CALFIRE. They would work on
vegetation management and other park projects and in the
general area. Tom is helping link up CALFIRE Unit Chief
Don Gordon, Division Chief Brian Layne, and State Parks.
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