
Plumas Eureka Community Services District

October  2019Fall Issue

Plumas Pipelines

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”

“Plumas Eureka Community Services District
Proudly Providing Services to Plumas Eureka  since July 1993”

Inside this Issue

Message from Interim General Manager…   P. 1
 Stage 1- Water Alert…………..…………….. P. 2
 Message from the Fire Chief ………………   P. 3
 Message from Jillian Cole…..………………  P. 3
 Code Red Emergency System……………..  P. 4
 Firewise Community News…………………   P. 5
 PECSD Auxiliary News……………………...   P. 5
         PEPS News…..…….….…..…………………..  P. 6
 PEEHA News..…….……….………………….  P. 7
 This & That..……….……….………………….  P. 8

Contact Us:

Toll Free: (877) 377-1953
CSD Phone: (530) 836-1953 or (530) 836-1908

Fire Dept. Business Phone: (530) 836-0523
Fax: (530) 836-2963

Email: jillian.pecsd@gmail.com
Website: www.pecsd.org

Address:  200 Lundy Lane
                  Blairsden, CA  96103

Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday

In July your water fees increased significantly.   What happened?  If you remember
from the last Pipeline, I reported that the District was on its way to securing financing
for the construction of a water treatment plant to remove arsenic, iron, and manganese.
The District Board of Directors approved a rate increase to pay for a construction loan
and the first year of the increase was in effect.  During the time the State Water
Resources Control Board was considering our financing application, we determined
that we met the requirements of the State imposed compliance order.  Over the two years it took to complete
the design and engineering of the plant, the District was able to meet the State standards for arsenic and
design the treatment plant as ordered.  The District requested that the compliance order be rescinded.  The
State agreed and rescinded the order.

The decision to rescind the compliance order was delivered at the end of May.  The Board of Directors had a
month to act on the dramatic rate increase scheduled for July.  After two Budget committee meetings and
two meetings of the full Board, it was decided to stay with the scheduled increase with the condition that all
fees collected for debt service would be used to pay the $300,000 owed for the loan for planning the water
treatment plant and that the year would be used to determine how best to stay in compliance in the future.

See ROWDEN, page 8
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Plumas Eureka Community Services District
                                    Water Conservation

Stage 1 – Water Alert Declaration

On Wednesday, June 8, 2016 the Board of Directors lowered our water
conservation status to STAGE 1 – Normal Conservation. In accordance to Ordinance No. 2015 - E
Section 11.05.022, Stage 1 - Normal Conservation, PECSD shall encourage water conservation by all
residents and property owners in its service area by the following:

1. Including articles in the PLUMAS PIPELINES dealing with the subject of water conservation.
2. Securing a supply of water conservation information pamphlets to distribute at pancake breakfasts and

other community functions.
3. Posting on community bulletin boards and other appropriate places information dealing with water

conservation.
4. Developing an email address or phone number data base for customer contact and notification.
5. Monitoring lawn and landscape watering to ensure watering does not take place between 10:00 am and

6:00 p.m.
6. Monitoring lawn and landscape watering to ensure watering occurs only once per day. No person shall

water lawn and landscape more than once a day.
7. Notwithstanding the above, infrequent hand watering will be allowed to sustain landscaping.
8. Monitoring irrigation watering to insure excess irrigation does not flow down streets or drainages. No

person shall water in such a way that excess water flows down streets or into drainages.

On Wednesday, May 18, 2016 The State Water Resources Control Board adopted a statewide water
conservation approach that replaces the prior percentage reduction-based water conservation standard with a
localized “stress test” approach. All residents and property owners are instructed to comply with the restrictions of
the State of California Water Code, Article 22.5 Drought Emergency Water Conservation listed below:

1. The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes runoff such that water
flows on to adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots,
or structures.

2. The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle, except where the hose is fitted
with a shut-off nozzle or device attached to it that causes it to cease dispensing water immediately when
not in use.

3. The application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks.
4. The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where the water is part of

a recirculating system.
5. The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours of measurable

rainfall.
6. The irrigation with potable water of ornamental turf on public street medians.
7. The irrigation with potable water of landscapes outside of newly constructed homes and buildings in a

manner inconsistent with regulations or other requirements established by the California Building
Standards Commission and the Department of Housing and Community Development.

Please contact the office at 200 Lundy Lane or visit our website at www.pecsd.org for the full content of Ordinance 2015-
E, Water Use and Conservation.



Plumas Eureka Fire Department

Another year has passed, and we are starting yet another fall. I’ve started my
second year as the Plumas Eureka Fire Department chief. Our department has
grown to 11 volunteers with one additional firefighter joining the department this
year. We have one additional EMT in our department – ME! This gives our
department two EMT’s. The highlight of this year was the acquisition of a surplus
OES engine. Our previous chief Tom Forster had his sights set on an engine
replacement during his tenure as chief but, unfortunately, he was unable to
realize this dream before his untimely passing. We made his dream come true
with this purchase. This engine purchase was offered through the California State
Assistance for Fire Equipment Act (S.A.F.E.), came with a standard complement of
equipment, and was stationed with the Ventura County Fire Department for many
years as an OES response engine. This 19 year-old engine was meticulously maintained and cared for by the
VCFD and is in excellent condition. Our department also intends to take very good care of it and this engine
(known as 9122) should provide many years of service to our community.

If you see this engine in the neighborhood – it’s lime green – give us a wave!

To join our Department or make a donation, contact Administrative Manager, Jillian Cole, at (530) 836-0532.

John Sea
Fire Chief
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Hello again!

It certainly doesn’t feel like a year has passed since the last issue of the Plumas Pipelines.
We’ve had quite the eventful year, and change seemed to be everywhere: New rates, fewer
options for pine needle disposal, and a new fire engine, just to name a few.  I want to thank
you all for your kindness, patience, and understanding during this season of upheaval. I’m
glad to say I’ve gotten to know some of you better through our increased communication,
and I look forward to meeting more of you either this winter or next spring.

If the closure of the Dynamite Hill pine needle dump and/or the cancellation of the PEPS pine needle pick
up this season have left you with more pine needles than you can handle, you can find a list of green waste
disposal sites posted to the door of the CSD Office or on our website at www.pecsd.org.  The list will be
updated annually. If preferred, contact me to have a copy sent to you.  Additionally, if rate changes have
made semi-annual payments too burdensome, please contact me to set up an alternate payment plan.
Finally, I’ve heard from several of you about the District accepting credit card payments. I am studying
the feasibility of this option and plan to bring a recommendation to the Board of Directors over the winter
months.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the CSD office
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or via email at jillian.pecsd@gmail.com.

Be sure to visit our website at www.pecsd.org!
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PECAUX again welcomes all our new 2019 members. We also welcome
new homeowners to our community and invite you to join us as we work
to support our Fire Department, Firefighters and EMTs. A membership
letter will be mailed in early spring of 2020.

A big part of our fund raising is the Memorial and Labor Day weekend
pancake breakfasts. This year’s Labor Day weekend breakfast had the
largest turnout in our history. Thank you for your support, and a special
thank you to the Fire Department and all of our hard working volunteers.  Due to your support and
thousands of pancakes, we were able to donate $20,000 toward our new fire truck. Congratulations to all of
you!

PECAUX thanks our volunteer firefighters and EMTs for their dedication to our community.

PECAUX Board Members: Cheryl Shewmake, President; Muriel Aman, Vice President; Jenni McGuire,
Recording Secretary; Kim Train, Treasurer; Linda Reason, Corresponding Secretary; Doris Olsen, Past
President

Part of being a recognized Firewise USA® community is reporting the ongoing work
residents complete each year to reduce their wildfire risks, while addressing the areas
identified in their community’s wildfire assessment.  Every year participating sites
must submit an annual renewal to maintain their “in good standing” status.  If you have completed work,
including clearing pines needles from your property, and wish to record with the District, you can pick up a
Property Owner’s Time and Expense Sheet at the CSD Office or download a copy from our website at
https://www.pecsd.org/firewise-community.  Once completed, return the sheet to Jillian at the CSD office,
200 Lundy Lane Blairsden, CA 96103.

Tips from the Firewise Community Committee:
Many homes located in wildfire-prone areas have attached decks, which can potentially spread fire to the
house when ignited during a wildfire. A burning deck can ignite siding or break the glass in doors or
windows, allowing fire to gain entry into the house. Consequently, making decks less vulnerable to wildfire
also makes your house less vulnerable. Reducing the deck’s vulnerability requires an approach that focuses
on the materials and design features used to build the deck, and creating a noncombustible zone around and
under the deck.  The following tips will make your deck and your home safer:

1. Combustible materials should not be stored beneath decks. This will effectively create a
 noncombustible zone under the entire footprint of the deck.

2. Routinely remove debris that accumulates in between deck board gaps and debris that can
 accumulate at the intersection between the deck and house.

3. If the deck is a nonfire retardant treated softwood deck, consider removing and replacing deck
boards within a few feet of the house.  Be careful to match the deck board thickness.

4. When building new decks, select deck boards that comply with the California Building Code
requirements.  If using wood joists, cover the top and part of the sides with a foil-faced bitumen
tape product.

The Firewise Committee encourages you to protect your home and our community by participating in Firewise.
For information about Firewise, please call the CSD office at (530) 836-1953.
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“We Put Plumas in Bloom”

PEPS is having a terrific season!  We celebrated the 20th Anniversary of PEPS with over 120 guests at a late
afternoon fund-raising event in the Enduring Freedom Garden on June 22nd.  The garden was beautiful and a
good time was had by all.

The revitalization of the Enduring Freedom Garden has been our main emphasis. Our design team planned
Phase I which is now complete.  Phase I included the removal of trees and shrubs previously planted in the
septic drain field,  removal of railroad ties, addition of rock boarders, improvement of walking paths,
beginning stages of installing  drip irrigation, refreshing pathway wood chips, installing a new bench and
picnic table, installing additional lattice to highlight the garden and extensive planting.

In the Ponderosa Garden, our progress includes creating new paths, pruning all shrubs and trees, redesigning
plant groupings, repairing irrigation, refreshing bark, planting those gorgeous zinnias, and transplanting.

The Firehouse Garden work included extensive weeding and pruning to be in compliance with fire safety.
Since that garden is primarily in the shade, we are researching what plants do well there.  Our plant sale held
in the garden during the Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast was a huge success!

We also maintain the planter barrels near the community mailbox clusters and the garden below the Plumas
Eureka Estates sign at the corner of Poplar Valley Road and Cottonwood Drive.  We have increased the
number of doggie waste bag boxes throughout the community and sincerely appreciate the cooperation of pet
owners.

All of this has been accomplished by volunteers and our part-time garden helper.  Our garden work days are
every Wednesday morning rotating from garden to garden. Check our website for weekly gardening
locations. Come join us!

Your financial support and volunteer time has been sincerely appreciated.  Our “Soup’s On” Dinner and
Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, October 10th at Longboards Bar & Grill.  This event brings many in
our community together, including not only PEPS members but their friends and individuals new to the area.

While Santa won’t be coming to the Plumas Eureka Firehouse this year, you will still be able to enjoy the
colorful lights around the firehouse garden throughout the holiday season.

If you are interested in becoming a member of PEPS, please contact our Membership Chair, Janet Grijalva,
at (530) 836-1062.  And if you are interested in being an active member of PEPS, helping with gardens
and/or events, please contact Tonni Giguere at (775) 842-2095.

Sincerely,
Lori Dierssen and Tonni Giguiere, Co-Presidents

For more information about PEPS, visit our website at
www.plumaspeps.org
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Dear Neighbors,

The 2019 PEEHA membership drive was very successful with 243 paid memberships.
PEEHA is a non-profit organization and represents the property owners in Units 1-5 of
the Plumas Eureka   Estates subdivision.  Our membership is also open to all property
owners in the Plumas Eureka area.  We address specific homeowners’ issues and
complaints and host an annual dinner meeting for our  members.  This year, the annual
dinner meeting was held on Saturday, October 5th at Grizzly Grill.

The Speed Sign donation drive was a success!  We have adequate funds to purchase and install a speed sign
on Cottonwood near the fire station.  Look for the new speed sign in the Spring of 2020.

PEEHA encourages all homeowners in the Plumas Eureka Estates to observe and maintain defensible space
around their property.  For more information and brochures about the plan for being a “Firewise Community,”
we encourage you to visit our local Plumas Eureka Community Service District’s website at www.pecsd.org
or call the CSD office at (530) 836-1953.

Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&R’s) governing properties within our community have been a
topic of conversation among homeowners and the PEEHA Board during 2019.  We realize that property
owners may not be aware of the CC&R’s that were enacted for the purpose of establishing equitable
covenants for the protection and benefit of each lot in our community.  A copy of the CC&R’s for each
property may be obtained from your Title Company.  If you have questions or concerns about possible
violations, please contact a PEEHA Board Member and we will address your concerns.

The current PEEHA Board is:  Kathy Manzer, President; Michael Peters, Vice President; Melinda Bennett,
Secretary; Bill Grijalva, Treasurer/Membership; and Directors, Melody Manley, Shirley Heritage and
Brian Carl.

We look forward to serving our members.

Kathy Manzer, President
PEEHA



Plumas Eureka CSD would like your ideas and articles. We try and publish the “Plumas Pipelines” twice a
year. If there are particular subjects you would like to have discussed in this newsletter, just let us know.

Also, if you have some information you would like everyone to know about send that to us too! This newsletter
is about Plumas Eureka and the more the better! Send your information/request to jillian.pecsd@gmail.com

Plumas Pipelines                              Page 8                            Fall Issue 2019

PLUMAS EUREKA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
MISSION STATEMENT

To effectively and efficiently provide community services needed or desired by the residents/eligible voters
of the District and authorized under California Government Code 616000.

DON’T FORGET….EASTERN PLUMAS CHRISTMAS ANGEL PROJECT!
PECSD is a proud sponsor of the “Eastern Plumas Christmas Angel Project.” During the

Christmas season, we collect your donations of unwrapped, new toys for this project.  Just
bring your donation to the PECSD office at 200 Lundy Lane.

ROWDEN, from page 1
The District is studying the following options: improving the performance of the current system, developing
one or both of two existing test wells, drilling one or more new wells, providing separate irrigation water,
and instituting District wide water conservation.   Each of the approaches has associated costs, and it is
hoped that these costs can be identified, and a plan established before the FY 20/21 budget is adopted next
July.

Other news, the District bought a fire engine.  The engine is an upgrade from the one it replaced and cost
$40,000.  The Plumas Eureka Community Auxiliary generously donated $20,000 to help with the purchase.

The Department volunteers also helped with bringing in additional money to the District.  District crews
were used at the Camp Fire in Paradise and the Minerva Fire in Quincy.  The US Forest Service paid
$15,000 for equipment and administrative costs for the two fires.

Changes are coming for the Board of Directors.  Long-time Chair Frank Shepard resigned; he is moved out
of state.  Director Dan Bastian decided not to run for another term.  Personally, I enjoyed working with both
Frank and Dan.  They were both dedicated to the sound operation of the District and the transparent conduct
of the Board.

In the coming year, the District will be faced with the crumbling Wastewater Treatment Plant 6 located at the
far west end of West Ponderosa Drive.  The plant is over 40 years old.   The District will also face the threat
of natural disasters, particularly wildfire.

The community is designated as a Firewise Community.  The designation requires effort on the part of
community members.  Dennis Lincoln and Dave and Shirley Bower were instrumental in starting and
continuing the Firewise Committee.  Moving forward Steve Janovick has taken on the task of Chair.  It is
essential that everyone in the community understand the importance of Firewise and actively keep properties
as safe as possible.

Finally, thank you to all the volunteers: the Fire Department, the Auxiliary, the Firewise Committee, the
Plumas Eureka Preservation Society (PEPS), and the District’s Board of Directors.
John Rowden
Interim General Manager
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