Plumas Eureka Fire Department
Fire Chief’s Report
For December 14, 2016
By Tom Forster

Personnel: No changes. Most of Luke’s gear has been
located in supplies, and some is being ordered.
Plumas County Fire Chiefs Association: Our last meeting
of the year was held on Saturday, December 3 at Graeagle
FPD. Annual awards were given out, and look for a story in
Plumas News next week. Tom is working on identifying a
new web-based share site solution for PCFCA and our local
training. The long-time free service we’ve used for seven
years called WIGGIO (Working in Groups) is going away by
the end of March. The goal is to find a low cost solution for
both needs.

PCFCA meeting December 3 in Graeagle.

Fire Station Organization - a work party day for PEFD was
held the day after Thanksgiving. This included going through
all of our storage and reducing it where possible. We found
old fittings and adapters that are no longer needed, some
old air tanks that can no longer be used, and a variety of
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equipment like old pagers and radio gear that can’t be
narrow-banded. There was some minor damage to one of
our garage doors when the mechanism disconnected on its
own after the door was raised and it came down on the front
of the engine when it was being pulled out. The door is fully
functional, and repairs will be made along with determining
why it came loose.

Tom took a truckload to Quincy FPD for use in the annual
fire academy, some will be recycled, and some will be given
away to good homes. More to come, and the eventual goal
is to free up some space for PECAUX storage that is
currently in the Carrera’s garage. Thanks to Rich, John,
Steve, Jenni, and Lew for their help with Tom.
Fire Apparatus & Equipment: Our fire extinguishers were
serviced and certified by Alpine Fire Equipment. Our SCBA’s
are also due for annual servicing and certification – working
to get an SCBA testing service up to Plumas County when
enough work is pooled with other FD’s. Thanks to Rich and
John for their help.
Remaining to be repaired on 9122 is the cab lift hydraulic
pump. We have so far been unable to find the part number
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for ordering a rebuild kit. Separate repair of a headphone in
one of the rear jump seats remains, along with replacing the
station air filtration filters in all four ceiling mounted units.
Training: Tom taught a “Pump Operations 101” day on
Saturday, November 26 here for 18 local firefighters including
Ryan, John, Jeff, Luke, and Lew.

A Hazardous Materials First Responder Operational (FRO)
2- day course was completed November 19-20 by Ryan
and Luke along with other local firefighters in Quincy. Led
by Quincy Chief Robbie Cassou, Bill also helped teach with
Ed Ward and Frank Carey, and Tom coordinated.
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Bill coordinated a successful two-day Vehicle Extrication
Class November 9-10 at Quincy FPD, taught by Lassen
College, Bill, and Quincy FPD personnel. John and Ryan
attended. Low Angle Rescue was also completed the past
two weekends with 12 attending in Quincy – no PEFD
personnel this time around.
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Fire Sprinkler System Retrofit: Unfortunately, Tom was not
able to complete the grant application for this need before
the deadline recently, and will submit next year. A site visit
was completed, and a rough cost estimate was made by a
contractor from Grass Valley. Tom still needs to get a price
on bringing a water line in from the middle of Lundy north of
the station to the west side of the fire house. He will persist.
Winter Operations: Chains have been purchased for the
new tires on Engine 9122, and basic training about winter
operations and safety has been provided.
Longboards: We are starting to plan for EMS coverage for
the Longboards Ski Races and Sledding Days coming this
winter at Plumas Eureka State Park.
Graeagle FPD Annual Dinner Program: Tom and Maureen
completed and presented a year-in-review video program for
Graeagle for their annual dinner this past Saturday, similar to
our annual program. This is to thank them for hosting our
joint training program, and for the automatic aid agreement.
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